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Having protested against the procedure, Pherozeshah proceeded to
criticize at length the various positions taken up in the letter of the
Government, and the attitude adopted by the dissenting members of
the committee, particularly by Mr. Fardunji Dastur, Registrar of the
University and a mathematician of some repute, who had attacked
the old system as having turned out "jnere smatterers and crammers
and pedants," and encouraged the growth of a class of "noisy en-
cyclopaedic gramophones." At the close of his speech, Pherozeshah
defined his own attitude towards University reform. He said the end
and aim of education was the acquisition of knowledge and the
training of the intellect so that knowledge might be properly and
efficiently used. He was free to admit he was not quite satisfied with
the output of the University; but they must adapt means to ends,
and find out the real reasons which prevented further improvements,
and the measures that were necessary for effecting them. It was no
use relying upon curricula. The mischief was much deeper, and he
hoped the Senate and everybody interested in education would bear
in mind that educational progress depended not upon the number of
University examinations or the courses of study in colleges, but upon
the condition of the High Schools. They must be manned and
equipped in the way in which they were equipped in other parts of
the world.
After a protracted debate which occupied three sittings, the first
part of Pherozeshah's motion for recording the Government letter
and the report of the committee was carried. Then came the figbt
over the various propositions moved by him, particularly with
regard to the Matriculation examination, which he was strongfy for
retaining, and which Government and their supporters in tbe Senate
were desirous of abolishing. In replying to the discussion, Pheroze-
shah compared it with an imaginary debate on the abolition erf the
institution of matrimony, and asked whether it would be right to do
away with such an institution because it was not free from cHects
and disadvantages. It is not possible to say how many vioces this
homely argument captured, but the majority in favour of tfae ptx*-
position was very large, and the ill-fated examination, the sport of
warring factions, for the time being at least, escaped Ae descroctive
zeal of the reformer.